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Maoist threat stalling
key roadworks, Baghel
has local solution
AVISHEKGDASTIDAR
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER9

WITHCRITICALroadprojectsto
provide connectivity in Left
WingExtremism-affectedareas
oftencomingtoahaltduetose-
curityreasons,Chhattisgarhhas
proposed a new plan to the
Centre,suggestingthatitdivide
the remaining contracts into
smallpacketssothat localcon-
tractorscantakeupthejobs.
ChhattisgarhChiefMinister

BhupeshBaghelmadethispro-
posal toUnionHomeMinister
Amit ShahandUnionMinister
for Road Transport and
HighwaysNitinGadkariwhen
hemetthemlastmonth.
This, the state said,will not

onlyspeedupbutalsocomplete
the remaining portions of the
Centre’sRoadRequirementPlan
for extremism-affected areas,
theprogressofwhichhasbeen
heldupmainlyinChhattisgarh.
“Wehave proposed to the

Centretobreakupthecontracts
intosmallportionssothatlocal
contractorscantakeupthejobs.
When local people takeup the
contracts,theyareinabetterpo-
sitiontogettheworkdone.Itold
this toGadkariji and theHome
Minister,whoaskedmetosend
a detailed proposal on this,
whichwe are doing,” Baghel
said Wednesday at the Idea
Exchange programme of The
IndianExpress.
Ninety per cent of the

5422-km Road Requirement
Plan — for connectivity in
hotspots of 34 districtsworst-
affectedbyMaoist insurgency
in eight states— stands com-
pleted,butprogress remainsa
problem in Chhattisgarh.
Works includewidening and
strengthening of roads, and
constructionofbridges.
Of the 419 kmof roads re-

maining across four states,
Chhattisgarh accounts for 360
km. The ministries of Road
Transport andHighways and

Home,overseeingexecutionof
theprojects,havebeenflagging
the need to complete someof
the stretches in the state, criti-
cal to movement of security
forces. In Odisha and Uttar
Pradesh, lessthan10kmof the
plan remains tobecompleted,
and41kminJharkhand.
“Themeetingwaspositive.

Itwillnotbecorrecttosaythat
Chhattisgarh is not cooperat-
ing with the Centre in this,”
Baghel said. “However, during
theUPAgovernment,financial
assistance for these projects
wasmuch larger than in the
NDAgovernment.”
Duringaninter-ministerial

review in October, chaired by
the Home Secretary, it was
stated that the remaining360
km of roadworks in
Chhattisgarhareinstateroads
in the Bastar region. An addi-
tional 37 camps are required
for10roadworks.
A senior official of the

MinistryofRoadTransportand
Highways said, “There are
around21 spotswhere police
campsareneededfortheworks
to happen. The state has been
asked to provide a plan for
them.” Sources said progress
therehassufferedwithMaoists
threatening contractors, engi-
neers and labourers, evenvan-
dalising construction equip-
mentregularly.

LIZMATHEW
NEWDELHI, DECEMBER9

ADAY after he called a public
meeting on December 13 to
seek the people’s “mandate”
on whether he should con-
tinueinoffice inthefaceof in-
tense factionalism in the BJP
state unit, Tripura Chief
MinisterBiplabKumarDebon
Wednesdaycalleditoff follow-
ing interventionof theparty’s
central leadership.
Sources said theBJPcentral

leadershipsteppedintoresolve
theinternalcrisis—triggeredby
allegations from a section of
leadersaboutDeb’s“dictatorial”
styleof functioning—hoursaf-
terthechiefminister’sTuesday
announcement. BJP national
president J P Nadda spoke to
Debfollowingwhichthepublic
meetingwascancelled.
“Afterthediscussionsitwas

decidedthatthechiefminister
willnotholdanysuchmeeting.
Thereisnothreattohisleader-
shipinthestateandhewillcon-
tinue to serve the people of
Tripuraaschiefminister.Letthe
organisationhandle the issues
in the party,” BJP central ob-
server Vinod Sonkar told The
IndianExpress.
Sources intheBJPsaidDeb

has been asked to focus on
governance issues while the
central leadership would re-
solvethe internal issues inthe
party’s stateunit.
Accordingtosources inthe

TripuraBJP,severalpartyMLAs
expressed their displeasure
overDeb’s styleof functioning
when theymetSonkarduring
hismaiden visit to the state in
hiscapacityascentralobserver
earlier thisweek. SomeMLAs
claimedthatDebhasbeenrun-
ningthegovernmentaswellas
thepartyunitwithoutconsult-
ing other leaders. A group of
party supporters also raised
slogans against Deb— in Son-
kar’s presence — on Sunday.
Sonkar,whometeachofthe36
MLAsindividually,laterbriefed
Naddaaboutthesituation.
BJPsources,however,ruled

out any immediate change in
leadership. Sonkar said there
was no discussion on leader-
shipchange.
Thesourcessaidthecentral

leadership,althoughconvinced

aboutsomeissuesraisedbythe
MLAs,doesnotwanttoreplace
thechiefministerasitcouldset
off similar demands in other
state unitswhere disgruntled
MLAshaveraisedissuesagainst
the chief ministers. They said
the party leadership is “an-
noyed”with Deb’s Tuesday’s
announcement—whichwas
apparently not discussedwith
the central leadership— and
added that it has “weakened”
thepartystructureinTripura.
FollowingSunday’s slogan-

shouting,Deb’s associateshad
allegedthat theprotestwasor-
ganisedbyhisrival intheparty,
Sudip Roy Barman, who had
metBJPnationalleadersinDelhi
inOctoberalongwithsevenoth-
ersMLAs to allegedlydemand
Deb’sremoval.TheMLAshadcl-
aimedtohavethesupportof at
leasttwomoreamongtheBJP’s
36legislatorsintheHouseof60.
BJP state spokesperson

NabenduBhattacharya, how-
ever,saiditwasnotfairtopoint
fingersatRoyBarman,whowas
dropped from the Cabinet in
2019apparently due todiffer-
enceswithDeb,“withoutproper
evidence”. Blamingopposition
parties, he said, “Wehave seen
onsocialmediathatpeopleare
talkingabouttheinvolvementof
theCPI(M)orotherpoliticalpar-
tiesinthisconspiracy.”
Roy Barman condemned

theslogan-shoutingagainstthe
chiefminister. “This isamatter
of great disregard. I absolutely
condemnthissortofbehaviour.
Whoeverdidthis,hasbehaved
mostchildishlyandirresponsi-
bly,”hesaid.OnhistriptoDelhi
with the otherMLAs, he said
they did meet Nadda two
monthsagobutclaimed itwas
not to demand a leadership
change in the state but to ap-
prisethepartychiefof“admin-
istrativeandpolitical issues”.

WITHINPUTSFROM
DEBRAJDEB,AGARTALA

Central leadership
steps in, Biplab calls
off ‘mandate’ event

BhupeshBaghelat Idea
ExchangeonWednesday

TripuraCMDeb

New Delhi
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SXf¿MÑX ªf³fÀfØff, 10 dQÀfa¶fSX, 2020 9

þ³fÀfØff ¶¹fcSXû
³fBÊ dQ»»fe, 9 dQÀfa¶fSXÜ

Àfb´fie¸f I ûMÊ ³fZ ¶fb²fUfS I û
IZ aQi ÀfSI fS I û I ûdUO-19
¸ff¸f»f Z ¸fZa 15 dQÀfa¶fS °fI dÀ±fd°f
dS´fûMÊ AQf»f°f ¸fZa QfdJ»f I S³fZ
I f d³fQÊZVf dQ¹ffÜ ¹fW dÀ±fd°f
dS´fûMÊ Àf·fe Sfª¹fûa U IZ aQi VffdÀf°f
ÃfZÂfûa ÀfZ I ûdUO-19 ÀfbdU²ffAûa
I e AfgdOM dS´fûMÊ ´fif´°f I S³fZ IZ
¶ffS Z ¸fZa W `Ü Àfb´fie¸f I ûMÊ ³fZ ³fUa¶fS
¸fZa SfþI ûM IZ I ûdUO AÀ´f°ff»f
¸fZa Af¦f »f¦f³fZ ÀfZ W bBÊ AfN ¸fSeþûa
I e ¸fü°f IZ ¸ff¸f»f Z I f JbQ
ÀfaÄff³f »f Z°fZ W bE QZVf IZ Àf·fe
I ûdUO AÀ´f°ff»fûa ¸fZa C´f»f¶²f
ÀfbdU²ffAûa I f AfgdOM I Sf³fZ I f
AfQZVf dQ¹ff ±ffÜ
³¹ff¹f¸fcd°fÊ AVfûI ·fc¿f¯f,

³¹ff¹f¸fcd°fÊ AfS Àfb·ff¿f S Zç AüS
³¹ff¹f¸fcd°fÊ E¸fAfS VffW IZ EI
´feN ³fZ ¦fbþSf°f ÀfSI fS I û ·fe
SfþI ûM WfQÀfZ IZ ¶ffS Z ¸fZa dUÀ°fÈ°f

W»fR ³ff¸ff QfdJ»f I S³fZ I f
AfQZVf dQ¹ff W`Ü ¸fWf³¹ff¹fUfQe
°fb¿ffS ¸fZW°ff ³fZ ´feN I û Àfcd¨f°f
dI ¹ff dI Ad¦³f ÀfbSÃff IZ ¶ffS Z ¸fZa
Sfª¹f ÀfSI fS Za AfgdOM dS´fûM Ê
°f`¹ffS I S SWe W`aÜ BÀfIZ ¶ffQ We
´feN ³fZ IZ aQi I û dÀ±fd°f dS´fûMÊ
QfdJ»f I S³fZ IZ d»fE Àfû¸fUfS
°fI I e ¸fûW»f°f QZ QeÜ
³¹ff¹f¸fcd°fÊ VffW ³fZ Àfb³fUfBÊ IZ

QüSf³f I Wf dI AQf»f°f ³fZ ¦fÈW
Àfd¨fU I û °f¸ff¸f þø Se I Q¸f
CNf³fZ I f d³fQÊZVf dQ¹ff ±ffÜ
»fZdI ³f Ib L ·fe ³fWea WbAfÜ BÀf
´fS ¸fZW°ff ¶fû»fZ dI SfþI ûM IZ
I ûdUO AÀ´f°ff»f I e §fM³ff I e
þfä f EI Àfd¸fd°f I SZ¦feÜ BÀfIZ
¶ffQ ´feN ³fZ AfQZVf dQ¹ff dI
AfgdOM I û Àf¸fd³U°f I S AfaI OÞ Za
AQf»f°f ¸fZa QfdJ»f dI E þfEaÜ
¦fbþSf°f ÀfSI fS I f I W³ff ±ff dI
AW¸fQf¶ffQ Ad¦³fI faO I e þfä f
I S³fZ Uf»fe Àfd¸fd°f We SfþI ûM
Ad¦³fI faO I e þfä f I SZ¦feÜ

Àfb´fie¸f IYûMXÊ ³fZ IYûSXû³ff
´fSX dÀ±fd°f dSX´fûMXÊ IZY d»fXE

IZYaQi IYû Qe ¸fûWX»fX°f

³fBÊ dQ»»fe, 9 dQÀfÔ¶fSX (·ff¿ff)Ü

·ffS°fe¹f ½ff¹fbÀfm³ff ³fm dQ»»fe
WfBÊ I ûMÊ ¸fmÔ EI ¹ffd¨fI f
QfdJ»f I S IZÔ Qie¹f Àfc¨f³ff
Af¹fû¦f (ÀfeAfBÀfe) IZ CÀf
d³fQmÊVf I û ¨fb³fü°fe Qe W` dªfÀf¸fmÔ
À´fmVf»f µ»ffBM dSM³ÀfÊ
(EÀfAfSER )-dõ°fe¹f Àfm
ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f ªff³fI fdS¹fûÔ I e ¸ffÔ¦f I e
¦fBÊ ±feÜ ½ff¹fbÀfm³ff ³fm ¶fb²f½ffS I û
¹ffd¨fI f ¸fmÔ I Wf dI ¹fW d½f½fS¯f
´fi²ff³f¸fÔÂfe IZ ÀfbSÃff °fÔÂf Àfm
ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f W` BÀfd»fE BÀfm C´f»f¶²f
³fWeÔ I Sf¹ff ªff ÀfI °ff W`Ü
½ff¹fbÀfm³ff ³fm ¹ffd¨fI f ¸fmÔ Qf½ff

dI ¹ff W` dI ¸ffÔ¦fe ¦fBÊ ªff³fI fSe
´fcS m ÀfbSÃff §fmS m Àfm ÀfÔ¶fÔd²f°f W`Ü
BÀf¸fmÔ d½fVfm¿f ÀfbSÃff Àf¸fcW

(EÀf´feªfe) I d¸fÊ¹fûÔ IZ ³ff¸f ·fe
´fcL m ¦fE W `Ô ªfû ·ffS°f IZ
´fi²ff³f¸fÔÂfe IZ d½fQmVf QüSûÔ ´fS
C³fI e d³fªfe ÀfbSÃff IZ d»fE
C³fIZ Àff±f ªff°fm W `ÔÜ ¹fdQ BÀf
d½f½fS¯f I f Jb»ffÀff dI ¹ff ªff°ff
W` °fû BÀfÀfm ·ffS°f I e ÀfÔ´fi·fb°ff
E½fÔ AJÔO°ff ´fi·ffd½f°f Wû ÀfI °fe
W` °f±ff ÀfbSÃff, S¯f³fed°f, ½f`Äffd³fI
E½fÔ AfÍ±fI dW°fûÔ I û J°fSf
´fWbÔ¨f ÀfI °ff W`Ü ÀfeAfBÀfe ³fm
AfN ªfb»ffBÊ I û d³fQmÊVf ªffSe
dI ¹ff ±ff dªfÀf¸fmÔ ½ff¹fbÀfm³ff Àfm
I Wf ¦f¹ff ±ff dI ½fW AfSMeAfB
Af½fmQI I û¸fûOûS (Àfm½ffd³f½fÈØf)
»fûIZ Vf IZ ¶fÂff I û À´fmVf»f
µ»ffBM dSM³ÀfÊ-dõ°fe¹f I e
C´f»f¶²f E½fÔ ´fifÀfÔd¦fI ´fid°f¹ffÔ
¸fbW `¹ff I S½ffEÔÜ

³fWXeÔ Qm ÀfIY°fm ´fi²ff³f¸fÔÂfe
IYe COÞXf³fûÔ IYf ¶¹fûSXf

þ³fÀfØff ÀfaUfQQf°ff
QZWXSXfQc³f 9 dQÀfa¶fSXÜ

CØfSfJaO ¸fZa 15 dQÀfa¶fS ÀfZ
dUädUôf»f¹f AüS dO¦fie I fg»fZþ
Jû»fZ þfEa¦fZ 22 ¸ff¨fÊ I û ´fc̄ fÊ¶faQe
IZ ¶ffQ ÀfZ Sfª¹f IZ Àf·fe
dUädUôf»f¹f AüS dO¦fie I fg»fZþ
¶faQ ±fZÜ ¸fa¦f»f½ffS I û QZWSfQc³f ¸fZa
dÂfUZaQi dÀfaW SfU°f ÀfSI fS I e
I` d¶f³fZM I e ¶f`NI ¸fZa ¹fW R` Àf»ff
dI ¹ff ¦f¹ffÜ ¶f`NI I e A²¹fÃf°ff
¸fb£¹f¸faÂfe dÂfUZaQi dÀfaW SfU°f ³fZ
I eÜ Sfª¹f IZ Àf·fe ÀfSI fSe AüS
¦f`S ÀfSI fSe dVfÃf¯f ÀfaÀ±ff³f
Jû»f³fZ IZ d³fQÊZVf QZ dQE ¦fE WỒÜ
Àf·fe dUädUôf»f¹fûa AüS I fg»fZþûa

³fZ 15 dQÀfa¶fS ÀfZ I fg»fZþ Jû»f³fZ
I e °f`¹ffdS¹ffa Vfbø I S Qe WàÜ
dVfÃfI ûa AüS LfÂfûÔ I û I ûSû³ff ÀfZ
Àfa¶fad²f°f dQVff d³fQÊZVfûa I f ´ff»f³f
I S³fZ IZ ·fe d³fQÊZVf dQE ¦fE WàÜ
I` d¶f³fZM I e ¶f`NI ¸fZa BÀf

R` Àf»fZ IZ A»ffUf 21 dQÀfa¶fS ÀfZ
Vfbø Wû³fZ Uf»fZ dU²ff³fÀf·ff ÀfÂf
IZ Àfe²fZ ´fiÀffS¯f ´fS ·fe SûI
»f¦ffBÊ ¦fBÊÜ dU²ff³fÀf·ff I e
I f¹fÊ½ffWe I f ÀfÂf Àfe²fZ ´fiÀffdS°f
³fWea Wû¦ffÜ I ûSû³ff IZ MeIZ
»f¦ff³fZ I û »fZI S ·fe I` d¶f³fZM I e
¶f`NI ¸fZa dUÀ°ffS ÀfZ ¨f¨ffÊ WbBÊ AüS
R` Àf»ff dI ¹ff ¦f¹ff dI Sfª¹f ¸fZa
20 R eÀfQ »fû¦fûa I û ´fW»fZ ¨fS¯f
¸fZa MeIZ »f¦ffE þfEa¦fZÜ

CXØfSXfJaOX ¸fZa 15 dQÀfa¶fSX ÀfZ
Jb»fXZa¦fZ IYfg»fXZþ

¸fbÔ¶fBÊ, 9 dýÀfÔ¶fSX (·ff¿ff)Ü

À½ff´fI d³f¹fÔÂf¯f ¶¹fcS û
(E³fÀfe¶fe) ³fm ÀfbVffÔ°f dÀfaW
Sfªf´fc°f I e ¸fü°f Àfm ªfbOÞ m ¸ffýI
´fýf±fÊ ¸ff¸f»fm ¸fmÔ EI R SfS
AfSû´fe I û d¦fSµ°ffS dI ¹ff AüS
¸fbÔ¶fBÊ ¸fmÔ Lf´fm IZ ýüSf³f 2.5
I SûOÞ ÷ ´f¹fm ¸fc»¹f I f ¸ffýI
´fýf±fÊ ªf¶°f I S d»f¹ffÜ
E³fÀfe¶fe IZ Ad²fI fdS¹fûÔ ³fm

¶fb²f½ffS I û ¹fW ªff³fI fSe ým°fm

W bE ¶f°ff¹ff dI Sfªf´fc°f I e ¸fü°f
Àfm ªfbOÞ m ¸ff¸f»fm ¸fmÔ ¸ffýI ´fýf±fÊ
I e ¹fW Àf¶fÀfm ¶fOÞe ¶fSf¸fý¦fe W`Ü
Ad²fI fSe ³fm ¶f°ff¹ff dI ¸fbÔ¶fBÊ IZ
»fûJÔO½ff»ff Àf¸fm°f Ib L B»ffI ûÔ
¸fmÔ Lf´fm¸ffSe IZ ¶ffý AfSû´fe
Se¦f»f ¸fWfI f»f I û ¸fÔ¦f»f½ffS ýmS
S f°f d¦fSµ°ffS dI ¹ff ¦f¹ffÜ
E³fÀfe¶fe IZ ÃfmÂfe¹f d³fýmVfI
Àf¸feS ½ff³fJmOÞ m IZ ³fm°fÈ°½f ¸fmÔ ªffÔ¨f
EªfÔÀfe I e Me¸f ³fm ¹fW Ad·f¹ff³f
¨f»ff¹ffÜ

ÀfbVffa°f IYe ¸fü°f ÀfZ ªfbOÞZX ¸ffQIY ´fQf±fÊ
¸ff¸f»fZ ¸fZÔ RYSXfSX AfSXû´fe d¦fSXµ°ffSX

þ³fÀfØff ¶¹fcSXû
³fBÊ dQ»»fe, 9 dQÀfa¶fSXÜ

Àfb́ fiȩ f I ûMÊ ³fZ ¶fb²fUfS I û I ûSû³ff
Àfa¶fa²fe IZ aQi IZ dQVffd³fQÊZVfûa f́S ¦füS
dI ¹ff AüS I Wf dI QZVf f̧Za I WeÔ ·fe
I ûSû³ff ÀfaIi ḑ f°fûa IZ §fS IZ ¶ffWS
f́ûÀMS ³fWeÔ »f¦ffE þf³fZ f̈fdWEÜ
A»f¶fØff AQf»f°f ³fZ I Wf dI EZÀfZ
f́ûÀMS JfÀf f̧f̧ f»fûÔ f̧ZÔ °f·fe »f¦ffE þf
ÀfI °fZ ẀÔ þ¶f f́ifIÈ d°fI Af́ fQf f́i¶fa²f³f
I f³fc³f IZ °fW°f ÀfÃf̧ f f́ifd²fI fSe ³fZ
BÀfIZ d»fE d³fQÊZVf dQE WûaÜ
³¹ff¹f¸fcd°fÊ AVfûI ·fc¿f¯f I e

A²¹fÃf°ff Uf»fZ EI ´feN ³fZ EI
¹ffd¨fI f ´fS Àfb³fUfBÊ IZ ¶ffQ ¹fW
AfQZVf dQ¹ffÜ ¹ffd¨fI f ¸fZÔ I ûSû³ff
ÀfaIi d¸f°fûÔ IZ §fSûÔ IZ ¶ffWS ´fûÀMS
»f¦ff³fZ I e ´fi±ff I û J°¸f I S³fZ
IZ d³fQÊZVf QZ³fZ I e R dS¹ffQ I e

¦fBÊ ±feÜ ´feN ¸faZ ³¹ff¹f¸fcd°fÊ
AfSEÀf SZOÐOe AüS ³¹ff¹f¸fcd°fÊ
E¸fAfS VffW ·fe ±fZÜ ´feN ³fZ
¹ffd¨fI f I û BÀf dM´´f¯fe IZ Àff±f
d³fÀ°ffdS°f I S dQ¹ff dI IZÔ Qi
´fW»fZ We BÀf ¶ff¶f°f dQVffd³fQÊZVf
þfSe I S ¨fbI f W`Ü d»fWfþf I ûBÊ
·fe Sfª¹f AüS Àfa§fVffdÀf°f ÃfZÂf
BÀf °fSW IZ ´fûÀMS ³f »f¦ffEÜ
BÀfÀfZ ´fW»fZ IZÔ Qi ³fZ AQf»f°f

I û Àfcd¨f°f dI ¹ff ±ff dI CÀfIZ
d³fQÊZVfûa ¸fZa ÀfaIi d¸f°fûÔ IZ §fSûÔ ´fS
´fûÀMS »f¦ff³fZ þ̀Àfe I ûBÊ ¶ff°f ³fWea
±feÜ d»fWfþf C³WZa I »fadI °f I S³fZ
I f I ûBÊ ÀfUf»f We ´f̀Qf ³fWeÔ Wû°ffÜ
¹ffd¨fI f ¸fZa AQf»f°f ÀfZ ¹fWe

dVfI f¹f°f I e ¦fBÊ ±fe dI I ûSû³ff
ÀfaIi d¸f°fûÔ IZ §fSûÔ IZ ¶ffWS ´fûÀMS
»f¦ffI S C³WZa Àf¸ffþ ¸fZa ALc°f
¶f³ff dQ¹ff þf°ff W`Ü

IYûSXû³ff ÀfaIiYd¸f°fûa IZY §fSX ´fSX ³fWXea
»f¦fZÔ¦fZ ´fûÀMXS : Àfb´fie¸f IYûMÊX
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